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be lines 29, 30. latter end of the 7, querie, next the words, 

F counſell and Gods time, before the word ate is left out theſe 
words, others not anſwering Gods ftirrings, yet think to deal ſure, ſure 
enough of trouble and ſorrow, a curſe and not @ bleſſing. pag. 1 o. lin. 4. 
ſtaid for ſtirred ; about the middle of the 10. pag. /- !»t1mes is ſer 
for ſometime: ;, aſter Querie 13. ſtrike out a, and leave year Aer. 
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Concerning Marriage, 


— 


— . 


A Litter ſem te G. F. 


Oring friend, ſomething in anſwer to a friends Letter 

who defired counſel concerning marriage, hath occaſi 

oned ſeveral Queries, To the Anſwer and Queries if 
there be ſome Reply, it may do well. T hems Law ence. 


The Copy of an Anſwer to a friends Letter concerning Marriage, 


Riend, That marriage is Gods Ocdinance, which is joyned 
in, and by the Lord, The honourable marriage i when 
the bed isundefiled, tranſgreſſion finiſhed, freedom from fin 
witneſſed , victory over the world known, and the enmity 
kept under, an abſolute divorce from all that the firſt nature 
bath been wedded to, and committed uncleanneſs with, in the 
time of ignorance. When Lovers are moved 8nd guided by the 
Light in cqolneſs and moderation, waiting in Gods counſel; 
then the honourable marriage may be known in the Light and 
all children of Ligbe will have unity with it. When one man 
and one woman, out of tranigreſſion, are joyned cogetber in 
and by the Lord, let no man put them aſander, Forbidding to 
marry is the doctrine of Devils, 1 
Bar for any that cannot witneſs tran{grefſion finiſhed, nor 
ſcarcely know what icis, who live in fin, and ſay God bath 
joyned them in marriage, is it not a lie againſt. Godiand his 
Ocdinance ? God inftituted marriage beforefin was, ani doth 
ie when fin js done away, and is the ſame for erur, who joyn- 


ech nothing bur that which is pure; all that is haſty and hin- 


keting after fleſhly motions, is not Gods moviag: — have 
been obſerved not to have gro vu ia truth, but deadneſs, and 
lofing the condition, have followed after marriage : nothing 
defiled is co be owned, mach eis to be cadeprountd afcer, - 
* Thomas Kar con & - 
A 2 Some 


(2) 


Some Queries occaſroned by the foregoing Arſwer, 
I HetherJoyning together in marriage by ſach as cannot 

YY witneſs freedom from all fin, be Gods Ordinance, or of 
the world? 

2. Whether the marriage-bed be undefiled whilſt any kind 
of fin remaineth? 

3. Wbat is the difference between ſuch. as can witneſs ſree- 
dom from all ſin, and do keep the enmity under, and marry; 
and other that do not only live in fin, but have enmityagainſt 
them that hold there is a freedom from fin ? re 

4. Whether children of Parents that are both or either cf 
them ſree ſrom tranigreſſion, are conceived and born in ſin, or 
are they clean and holy? 85 

5. Whether deadneſi and loſing the condition have not fob 
lowed ſome minding marriage? 0. | 


GE, bis Reply to the Auſwer and Queries ſent to T. L. by 


4 friend, and is as followeth. 


LRiend, concerning Marriage, to know it as it was before 
2 A man fell, which were both in the image of God, that is 
3 the ſlate out of the fall again of Gods joyning, not as man 
4 joyns; bat as God joyns 3 not joyned by the Laws of men, 
5 but by che Power of God and his image; ſo to know the 
6: Jewsy'thas after they came out of Egypt they did go toge- 
7 ther, and hardneſs of heart got up z mongſt them, and there 
8 was Bill of divorcement given that they ſhould depart: but 
9 in che beginning it was not ſo, when God made them · Male 
10 and Female whom he joyns together, let none put aſun- 
A men any put together and put aſunder again, 
ra \Andthe:ftare of the Chriflians and Geatiles, there may 
-T3 'fomeching ſtir from the Lord, ds particdlarly Heſter. And 
424 h:che. Jews did go into hard neis of lſcabt afterwards; 
Ag (liece- might be ſomething ſtirring of God at firſ};; and 
16 lilcewoiſe che :Apottle: ſaith, It is better to marry then to 
17 bur; ſhering therg it a Rate. to prevent the but ning u 
1%: v not i ſin d that ſtate: and there is a ſtate where — 
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19 believing wife ſanRifies che nobelieving bus band, and the 
20 believing husband ſanRikes the unbelieving wife,clſe were 
21 the children anholy, bot no are they clean, which is 
22 through the ſanctification, which is through the belief; 
23 ſor be that believes hath paſſed from death to life, and ſo 
24 from the ſin, and overcomes the fin, and fo then there is a 
25 ſtate to be married as they were not, as paſſive; and none 
26 of theſe ſlates that is kept in the power of the Lord Cod is 
a fig but to æ no it as it was in the beginning before man 
28 fell æhat is a ſtate before defilement was; and none of theſe 
29 ſtates are condemred;and all deadneſs and loſing the con- 
30 dition comes in the going fromthe power of God. 
G. F. 

A Additional to G. F. hir Reply. 

Riend, I received from thee by the Carrier, G. F. his reply 

to the Anſwer and Letter of Queries, which appeared ac 
firſtto vom it particularly concerned, as s parable; and to 
the thing ! ian, but little anſwer. G. F. being told ſo, ſaid; 
he did — — to the ground of a thing rather then the 
words, Bat this replie being weighed, is found ſo full ( tbough 
nor t) that ĩt may ſerve for a ſlandard rule to anſwer all Que- 
ries that ever need be made concerning marriage} Take an ex- 
ample from the Queries ſent to G. F. ond ſome more, being re · 
ferred to his lines; an fbllowetbz. os Þ pf 

1 Querie. Whether joyning together in marriage by ſuch 

as cannot witneſs freedom from all fin, be Gods ordinance, or 
of the World? A»ſw, Gods joyning is a {tate out of the fall 
again, by the power of God and his image, line 1. 2.3. Such as 
are redeemed out of the fall into the image of God, and marry, 
is Gods ordinance : and ſuch as axe in the War, who cannot 
as yet witneſs freedom from all (in, yet if they do believe there 
i ſuch a freedom, and do endeavour to attain it, who can wit- 
neſs agrowth , and do abide faithful, and marry, this may be 
Gods ordinance alſd) In the time of ignorance God winked; 
but now ſuch as do not only deny freedom from ſin after they 
have been admoniſhed to the ttuth, but contend againſt it, al- 

A 3 firm. 


(4) | 
frtoing that nont can be free from ſin on this ſide the grave 
and not only hive. in ſin, but profeſs chey muſt do ſo: if ſuch 
maery, their marriage is of the World, in the fall, out of the 
power of God and his image, not as God joyns; and thou 
they may be faichful one to another, yet they are not fai 
to God, out of the doQrine of Scripture, ate in the defiled bed, 
their children unclean. 

2 Querie. Whether the marriage bed be undefiled whilf any 
kind of fin remaineth ? Anſw. He that believes, bath peſſed 
from death to life, and ſo from the fin, and overcomes the ſin, 
Turn to G. F. Letter, pag 2. lintt 23.24. To know marriage as it 
was in the beginning before man tell, is a ſtate before defile. 
ment was, /i»,27.28. and ſuch as live in ſin, and ſay they never 
look to be otherwiſe in this life, are not they in the defilement? 
is not all ſin defilement ? is not their bed'defiled, and all that 
they do ? to the unclean all things are unclean, though they may 
be faithful each to othet concerning bodily act. Here the ho- 
nourable marriage of Gods joyning, out of tranſgreſſion, goes 
over the head of the Worlds marriages of mans joyning in the 
ſin, though they doaſt and mock at che fimphcity of truth, and 
them that live in ic. | 

3 Owzeric, What is the difference between ſuch as ean wit- 
neſs freedom from fin, and do keep the enmity under, and 
marry ; and others that do not only live in fin, but are in en- 
mity agi uſt chem that hold there ia freedom from fin ? Az», 
The ſirſt are of Gods joyning, both in the image of Gol, out 
of the fall again, lin. 1. 2. overcome the fin, and marry as 
others do noc; as paſſive, as it was in the beginning, before de- 
filement was, Jin. 18.19. others on in their own wills and af- 
ſectiom, ont of che power of God aad his image, not a5 God 
joyns, but as man joyns,have trouble in che fleſh, cares, differ- 
ing, children unclean, and many ſad effects which are incident 
to all marriapes in the fall. 

4 Quevie, Whether children of Parents, who are both or 
either of them out of cranigreſſion, ate conceived and born in 
ſin, or are they clean and boty? Anſw. There is a ſtate where 
the believing wife ſanctiſies the unbelieving basband, and tbe 
believing husband fanRifies the unbelieving wife; elſe were 
your 


8 (59) 
ybur children anholy,but now they are clean, which is through 
the ſanctiſication, which is through the belief; he that believes, 
hath paſſed from death to life, and ſo from the fin, and over- 
comes the fin: lis. from the 17, 10 1b 27. Is it a (mall thing to 
? or did Pareats feriouſly weigh what their children 
do inherit from them in the ſeed, it might be a more to 
throughont ſanfAlification to all render-hearted Parents, for 
their childrens fake, Zachiriah and Elizoaberb both were init 
before God, aud Joh was filled with the Holy Ghoſt from his 
Mothers womb; God created one man andone woman ouc 
of tranigteſſion, A. 2. chat be might have a godly ſeed to te· 
pleniſh the earch and ſubdue ir. 
$ Querie. Whether deadneG and loſing the condition be 
not the more incident to ſome minding marriage? Anſw, All 
deadinefs and loſing the condition, comes in going from the 
of God, lin. 21. | 
6 Querie. Whether children may not marry without con- 
ſeat of Parents ? and whether Parents may not give or deny 
their conſent to their children in marriage? Arſw. In the be- 
ginniag God made them male and female; whom he joyns to- 
gether, let no man put aſunder, u. 10. 1 1. no not natural Pa- 
rents, bat give theit conſent; then anſwered Laban and Bet huel 
and laid, This thing is proceeded of the Lord, we cannot ſay 
unto thee evil nor good. Alfo ſpiritual Parents give their con- 
ſent. Paul gave bis conſent to the Apoſtles, Biſhops, Miniſters, 
any if need ſo require, let them marry, But ſuch marriages es 
man joyna, nat as God joyns, Parents may deny their con- 
ſem ; Nau denied his confent, ſaying, Be not unequally yoked 
with Enfidels, ſac and Rebecca denied their conſent, and Iſaac 
| faid unto Facob; Take not a wife of the danghters of Canaan, and 
E@eb-obeyed his father and bis mother, Gen. 28.7. Obey them 
that haue the over ſight of you, and ſubmic your ſelves, for 
they watch for your fouls; be obedient to ſuch as have given 
themſelves ro miniſter to the Saints, and to all that help with 
them, and labour: All Friends that intend marriage,rake coun- 
fel of the miniſters of truth, noi conclude marriage firſt, and 
acquaiat them with it after, but be obedient to Parents, that 
0 
per mime 


. . | 
pleniſhed with an holy ſeed that may rule in righteouſneſs,» ho 
are obedient” to their ſpititual Parents, cantot diſobey their 
natural father and mother, who are not to force their chil. 
dren to marry againſt their conſent; the Parents and kindred 
called Rebecca, and ſaid, Wile thou go with this man? and ſhe 
ſaid, I will go. 

7 Querie, Whether any may know Gods will abſolute and 
infallible concerning their marriage, as whether ſuch a perſon 
be appointed of God to be a a fit help, foraſmuch as ſome have 
been ſo perſwaded, yet failed? Au. To know marriage as 
God joy ns, is to know it as it was before man fell, /:».1. & cer- 
rain knowledge, this is bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh, 
Adam knew Gods appointment, Abraham knew Gods appoint- 
ment, and ſaid,God will ſend his Angel, and thou ſhalt take a 
wife for my ſon from thence, Laban and Bethuel knew Gods 
appointment, and ſaid, This thing is proceeded of the Lord, 
tor this cauſe( Gods wil manifeſt, Gods appointment, Gods or- 
dinance ) (hall a man leave father and mother and cleave to his 
wife, Some marry in their own wills, and ſay it is Gods will; 
Can any be obedient to Gods will and not know it, or not 
know it certain? this the Worlds Preachers and Profeſſors cry, 
none is infallible ſay they; what then do they preach for? to 
make people doubt ? or what ſhall any hear ſach for, that can- 
not tell certain? Who abides in the light, are in the unity, 
joyned to the Lord, are one ſpirit, one in deſire, delighe and 
ſweetneſs, one will; what man wills, God wills; if. ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, faith Chriſt, ask hat yon 
will and it ſnall be done unto you; delight thy ſelf in the Lord, 
and thou ſhalt have the deſire of thine heart, not in- thy own; 
but in Gods time, 'The Jews after they did come out of Egypt, 
did go together; there might be ſomething ſtirring of Godat 
firſt, An. 4. 12. the ſtate of the Gentiles aud the Chriſtiani there 
might be ſomething ſtirring from the Lord, as particularly 
Heſter, lin. 1 3. Jews, Gentiles, Chriſtiant; Gods flirrings. have 
been in all generations, and all Gods ſtirtings are abſolute end 
infallible, and that of God in every one, {which Anſwers,is in- 
fallible; and when any one is reſtored out of the fall; bis aſ- 
ſurance may be infallible alſo; thongh not ſo glear at ich; it 

is 
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is a growing condition, but in long tryal ; a falſe faich from 
imagination, or a true Faith not continued in , may fail: 
ThisQuery and Anſwer may charge ſuch who blame ochers 
for not anſwering God's witneſs in them according to their 
erſwaſion, when as the perſwaſion was from imagination 
only, or if they had ſtirrings of God, have not continued 
in the truth, and waited for God's counſel and 
Gods time; this one thing is to be noted eſpe» Note. 
cially, although this dogrine of abſolute and 
infallible aſſurance, is here occaſionally applyed to marri- 
age; it is alſo true in all other things, propheties, promiſes 
and revelacions, things ſpiritual and remporal,and all con- 
ditions, , proſperity and affliction: Abraham had faith for a 
ſeed, David for a Kingdom, Jehoſaphat for Victory, the Cen- 
tution for his ſick ſervant, the poor woman for cure'of her 
iſſue, and many the like in Scripture; and have been of ex- 
cellent uſe to many of God's ſervants, when he hath called 
them forth to ſufferings and tryals of any ind. though they 
might not have ſo clear and diſtin knowledge of it, whac 
it was at the preſent : Surely (ſaid Jacob) the Lord was in this 
flace, and I was net amarg, 
u. $, How may one come to krow this infallible aſſurance in 
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is after the coming ant ofBgyp1,ouc of darknes into light, and 
they have put away tbe ſiu, H any be perſwaded in their minds, 
that ſuch a perſon is appointed of God to be a fic help; then 
ſigniſie ſo much to the partie, who at preſent may fee] no ſuch 
thing, nor it may be, not in long time after, yet take it off 
and lay it there; if after Urnials there be yet ſtirrings of God, 
wait in that of God which Rirs, believe and Tubmic ; a great 
myſtery ! let go, yet hold faft; ſubmiſſion and aſſurance may 
ſtand together,nay without ſubmiſſon aſſurance cannot Rand, 
Abraham ſubmitted and offered up his only Son, yet he wir 
fully aſſured that be who had promiſed, was alſo able to do it. 
Note, Although this doctrine concerning aſſurante of faith 
fince the Apoſtscie have been denied by Preachets and profeſ- 
ſors, in the time of the beaſt and falſe Prophet, yet it will ſtand 
over oll their heads a truth according to Scriptute, Witnels 
the examples of Abruhaw, David, the Centurion , and many 
-mbre, who all received accordinf to their faith; the Lord may 
try and exerciſe his fervants whom and when be pleaſeth; and 
when he gives ſuch ſakeh; be gives exerciſe. Gods promiſes are 
ever true, but oftentimes of long date. | 
9 Querie. Whether freedom from all fin, and infallible 
sffurance of Gods will be of abſolute neceſfiry to dvety parti. 
cular that joyns in marriage? -A»ſw; He that believes, 
hath paſſed from death to life, and ſo from the tin, andover- 
ome: the fin, /i», 23:24. to have infallible flutance there i; 
Fteedom ſrom ull fin, to hunget and thirſt, and preſs uſter it, 
ite witneſt a growth , to be finetre in bett, und Faithful te 
God in meaſare, {v of abſchute wecbfffey te marriage in the 
Jy Who comes ſhort of che, ate like Cain ; he went out 
From the preſence of the Lotdand kathy his wife ; Secondly, 
Fot the parties © have *tfallible axe id God. 
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9 
Nie. Let none wreſt truth to their own and others hurt; 
[t hath not been ſaid that every true believer hath ſuch a par- 
ticular fait h of aſſutance in every particular thing; nor are 
they condemned for not having tuch aſſurance; but if any 
have the gift of faith, and faint in the way, he is condemned 
for his unbelief, Matth. 14.31. O thoy of litil faith, why diaſt thou 
dbb? But if any being ſtirred of the Lord, do defireſuch a 
bleffing as Abraham did an Heir, V hat wilt thou give me, 257 
1 go ebildleſ ? or defire a deliverance, as Jeheſapbat did, O Gd, 
we know not what to db, but our eyes art towards thee } Or to defire 
longer life, as Hezekiah did; or that Chriſt's power might be 
manifeſt, as Peter didz God that ſtirred up ſuch a prayer, and 
hath given ſuch a faith in his Word that is in the heart, be- 
ing continued in, will moſt certasnly perform the thin 
Obj. Abraham had an Angel to tell him Sarah his Wife ſnould 
have a ſon; ſo have we Chrift Jeſus the Angel of the Cove- 


nant, he ſends forth Miniftring fpirits for the good of the 


heirs of ſalvation; it were well mankind did better know the 
guard, aſſiſtance, communivn and fellowſhip of good Angels, 

Tehoſaphat had n Prophet to tell him of the deliverance; ſo 
have we a prophet of our brethren, that God hath raiſed ac- 
cording to his promife by Moſes the ſervant of the Lordzand 
whoſoever will noc hear that prophet in ſuch a caſe, he ſhall 
be cut off from chat enjoyment. | *1 4, 

Hizthjah had a promiſe that fifteen yeers ſhould be added 
to his life; ſo have we a promiſe , yea the ſame promiſe ,' if 
the ſame ſpirit of the Lord open and apply it, even for longer 
life: God made a promiſe to Foſhna, I will not leave thit ner 
fer ſale thee; the Authot to the Hebrews applyes it to all belie- 
vers, Heb 13.5, and all promiſes in Scripture are made good 
to every believer as God in wiſdom gives them out of his tres · 
ry: If a man have the Bible in his houſe, nay if he had all the 
promifesin Scripture drawn up into a Catalogue , if he have 
not the ſame ſpirit that gave them forth, to open and apply 
this, 8 any particular of them, he is never the better for 
them all, | dal 


erer had Chriſt preſent wirki him, and Chriſt ſpoke to lim 


tocome on the water; ſo have we Chrift —— wich us; the 
Word is nigh thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart, and God 
3 2 hath 
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hath ſpoken to us by his Son, and ſent the ſpicic of his Son in- 
to our hearts, and teacheth us co pray as we ought, 
Houſe and Land are the Inberitance of 4 Father, laid Solomon, ut 
4 prudent Wife cometh of the Lord: If any be Raid of the Lord 
co deſire his gift, and believe God's anſwer that he ſhall have 
a prudent Wife, then he may haveſuch aſſurance alſo it may 
be of che perſon, that Abraham's ſervant had; even ſhe that 
ſaid, Drin, and I will give thy Camels drink ; and of the time 
as Feboſaphat and Eliſha had, to marrow, 2 Chron. 20. to morron, 
thu time, 2 Kings 7, and alſo of the means, an Angel, as Tobi. 
4: had, Tob. from the 5.tothe 13, chap. and as Abraham had 
for his ſervant; God will ſend his Angel, and ehen ſhalt take a Wit 
for my ſon from thence : And we are come to Mount Sion, to the 
company of innumerable Angels: The Angels are pute, chaſt, 
modeſt ſpirits, and friendly, without deceit , who have joy in 
heaven when a ſiuner convertecth; and the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is within you: Whoſoever hath a luſtful, laſcivious, falſe 
mind, the good Angel will not ſtay with ſuch : The Angel of 
the Lord encampeth about them that fear him; ſomecimes 
contracted into one; the Angel of the Covenant, Peter's An- 
gel: An Angel ſlew one hundred and fourſcore thouſand cf 
the army of Senacherib; and ſo in times enlarged to be more, 


two Angels, three Angels, ſeven Angels, twelve Legions ot 


Angels, innumerable Angels, who have che teſtimony of Je- 
fus, are Miniftring Spirits, whether in a viſible form, asto A. 
braham and Tobias; or inviſible, as to Abraham's ſecyant, and 
Chriſt, and in him to the heirs of ſalvation; the honourable 
marriage, out of tranſgreſſion, hath God, Angels, and all good 
men to encourage it. 

Qu 10, Seeing there may be denials , lets, and int ermiſſians before 
the finiſhing of Marriage, and when is finiſhed , to hnow certainly it 
WAS of God 4 ſtirring, and of God's Joyn:ng, may be a continual 4 
then how may one retain this certain knowledge,C+ not loſe hisconditiont 

Anſ, Loſing the condition cometh in going from the power 
of God, lin.30, To hold this condition, keep innocent, à con · 
ſcience void of offence to God and man : When doubts ariſe, 
cemptations come, and the many things cumber , heed no- 
thing but God, and what is of God ; know nothing, do no- 
thing, be nothing but what thou beeſt in God; God all, ſelf 

„ Nothing; 
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in the Wilderneſs; yet t 


"(ut 
nothing: Enoch walked with ay and he was not; and wheit 
ye are clean chrough the Word which Chriſt hath ſpoken, 
keep the watch again relapſes, leſt they prove harderco cure 
then che firſt ſickneſs : If there be failings , doubts will ariſe, 
and trouble, andqueſtioning of ſeveral kinds; as, Whether 
there be ſuch a Faith? or whether ſuch things whereof one 
hath been certainly perſwaded, was of God ? which might be 
truly ſo, the ſtirrings of God not being diligently taken heed 


to, nor ſtayedin , but the mind drawn out into the many 


things; hardneſs got up, then followeth a:divorce from all that 
communion and enjoyment. * 

Note. This particular infallible aſſurance of faith, concerns 
all other things as well as marriage, as to have aſſurance of 
pardon of ſin, ſreedom from all ſin, perſeverance in the truth, 
5 — out of trouble, and that the Kingdom, Dominion 
and greatneſs of the Kingdom under the whole Heaven, ſhall 
be given to the people of the Moſt High, freedom ſrom wants, 


ſtreights, poverty, ſickneſs, and from the noiſom peſtilence. 


4.11. Abet ber one that hath attained to ſuch aſſurarce of faith, 
may not loſe it? Auſ. The Jexs did go into hardneſs of heart 
afcerward;'there might beſomething ſtir of God at firſt. /. 6. t 0, 
11, the people of Iſrael believed the Lord and his ſervant 
Maſes, but afterward — hearkened not, whoſe carkaſes fell 

eir faith at ficſt was not from im a- 
gination not fiction, Iſaid that thy howſe, and the houſe a thy Fa- 
ther (howld walk. gs ba mel far ever, but now it (hall not be ſo, ſaid the 
Lord to Eli; f they that honor me, I will honor, Diſobedience and 
unbelief may loſe eternal life, or any other bleſſing. 

Qu. 2: Whether ſuch as are of the true Religion , may marry with 
others that have been trained up in a falſe Religion? Anſ, The ftate 
of the Chriſtians and Gentiles, there may be ſomething ſtirs 
ring from the Lord, as particularly Heſter, lin. 8, . [who was 
made Queen to Heathen King, Het, 2,17. and _ meas 
to deliver her people and her Kindred from the Hoody con- 
ſpiracy of Hamas: Jacob married Labans Daughters, Leah and 
Rachel, and Rachel had ſtolne her father Labar'; Idols, Gen. 3 1, 
32, Which Laban called his gods, v. 30. Mablon the ſon of Eli- 
melech, of Bethlem Judah, married Ruth a Moabite , and after 
him Boaz, Ruth 4. 10. and Solomon married Pharoahs daughter 
an Egyptian but ſhe was perſwaded to forget her — and 
Fathers 
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Fathets honſe ; and ſo did U and Lab a daughters, and 
came into the Land of Iſrael; and the people that were in the 
Gates, and the Elders ſaid to Boaz , T he Lord make thy wife 4 
Rachel and Leah ; which twain did buili the Honſe of Ifratla Buy 
whit is all this to them ho in'tlie deceit, not tired of God, 
for luſt, lucre and ſelſ· ends, marry the daughters of men not 
converted to the true Faith? The example of Heſter may af: 
ford two conſiderations, 1, That Friends of God know his ſe 
crets ſometimes by extraordinary Revelations, 2. That ſuch 
examples are no preſidents forthe people of the World to fol - 
low, no more then to go naked, to take a wife of Whoredome, 
or offer up a ſans life, becauſe Abraham and ſome of the Pro. 
phets did ſo. 


Qu. 13. What may ſuch do as are in the doubting, who ſay in them © 


ſelves, Whether had I beſt marry, or abide > Whether had I beſt 
ſuch a perſon, or t; Anſ, The ſtate of the Chriſtians and the 
Gentiles; there may ſomething ſtir from the Lord, as _ 
larly Heſter, l. 13. who having ſomething ſtir from the Lord tor 
good ends, as followed, ſhe was perfwaded to receive the love 
of King Ahaſaerus a Heathen, wholoved Heſter above all the 
women, and ſhe ſound grace and fayour in his ſig ht, more 
then all the Virgins, ſo that he ſet the Crown of the Kingdom 
upon her head, and made her Queen inſread of Yaſh; , and 
ſhe had che counſel and conſent of Mordecai, who took her for 
his own Daughter, Heſt.2, and fo ſhe became a deliverer and 
Nurſing- Mother in J/-ael, while captive in Baby/on, So if any 
be perſwaded infallibly of Gods ſtirring, and Gods joining, 
all doubts are reſolved; All friends, every particular, until 
til they beperſwaded of Gods will certain and infallible con- 
ecrning their marriage, were better forbear, and wait on God, 
in bis Light to receive his counſel; how elſe do Friends differ 
from che World ? che Light is the place of waiting for Gods 
ſcirring aud manifeſcation;Gods ſtirring is the time for faith 
to act in hat the light doth manifeſt, wherher to be kept ſecret 
or declared. Heſter ſhewed it not to her people nor her kindred, 
for Mordecai had charged ber ſhe ſhould not tell it; haſt thou 
faich, have it with thy ſelf before God. Pau had revelations not 
lawful to utter, and things to utter that ſome could not bear; but 
when a word came to the Prophets from the Lord, they did de- 
clere infallibly, This ſaith che Lord; and in the New Teſtament 
| 8s 
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as the ſpirit gave them utterance, and no btHerways, Bai Prba? 
chers add Profeſſors ſince Antichriſts riſe and reign, ſay Revela- 
tion is ceaſed; nnd none now can know and (ſpeak infallibly as the 
Prophets and Primitive Saints did; but learned men declare 
eruths, atcording to Scripture; which is not ttue heither; forall 
the learned men in the World: with all their Libraries and leara- 
ing, cannot know one line of Scripture but by revelation of the 
ſame ſpirit that gave it forth; and all that I have put thisque- 
ſtion to, confeſs the ſame. 2; Au! Sine 

Note, Now this Qnerie is ended, let none queſtion a year af- 
ter, whether patticular abſolute inſallible aſſurance be; but whe- 
tber Do I live in it, and am I diligent to attain and keep it to my 
comfort? Theſe Queries aud Anſwers are to expelthe confuſivn 
that may ariſe in many, why ſome have affarance of faich in par- 
ticulirs, and not otbets, and not findiag iportinary, hg expgi- 
ente, have deaicd infallible aſſurat tha ah wha 
have had ſtir bing: to ſeel God aud wairfor his Counſel ,- might 
de certain, and to top the haſty proceedings of ſame not rightly 
qualified, who chough tbey profeſs truth, yet eadcavanc to mire 
ry as the World dq; alſoto denote note oabers.who: ace tenders 
their ſawfal liberty to marry in a Lordi 16031 201415 

5-30 5110 6264 „ fd renting) e pop ll = gate 

1. Toithenamarcied; that they ſhat ont all motions to-mar- 

tiage thatarenot of Gd. N ü 
2. To the married, that toput away all ſigy an 
3. To them chat would 


there uri two end of ſuch o 

domn und | 

tar nal luſts and felf-ends/arfic;: 21 To,qualifie them to receive 
lis bleffing, to be married in che Lord, to knew Gods call, Gods 


riggs, end Gods will ooatesning marriage, ban and 
— —-—yꝛ— — 
meat. un dome 0 enjoy the: fiondut able matriage. Buto er 
Worlds marriages can never be happy, though their 
carnal defires and ſelf end, in riches, bonours, and pleaſures, "ark 
tv > 3 1% 6 in 
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cab c bas & Eſau bad tiches, honor & plea ſut es, Ne tio m, Cxies 
Dakedoms, aod Malick, Tubal-( ain the firſt inventer of Organs f 
but Can was aVagabond out from the —— of the Lord; C han 
accurfed; and Eau loſt the b eſſing, and all of them and their ſced 
enemirs to Gods people to chis day, though they may abonnd in 
worldly wealth, pom p, and pleaſures, he 

If any object in mans witdom concerning this writing, fic} 
witneſs in life what is bert declared in words;and try if that may 
not anſwer all objetions, | 


ö lum put ies intending marriage are to 95 together. 


—— the manner, ſee G. F. in his book concerning mar- 
ringe, whereof here are ſome particulars igſerced ; 

. birt gat er the dio i: ænomn between the parties themſelves, 
before an tfung is concluded let it be declared unto friends, who 
are able in the wiſdom and power of God toe and feel into it, 
if chey fee che thing iii che lighe and power of God, to fland: I hen 
2. Declare in the meeting, or meetings, to which the parties do 
belong; cowards the end ot che meeting by che par ties the mſelve: 
or ſome trie nd or friends, at they ati moved; both patties being 
preſent. 3 If any have to object agtinſt it, then the watter be 
laid defore friends the next general meeting, appointed to conſ - 
der of things relating to friends, to ſee into it and end it. 4 About 
twelve friends met tagether, they may declare their teſtimony 
how the Lord hath joy ned them; there m n muarriage in Car, 
and Curiſt aud hi Diciptes wert called to itʒ not mur tied in : 
corner dy one called a Minitterp for mony;o5 A Certificate bj 
friends may be then given of the day, moneth nd year, that i: 
may be vecouded. Revecen's friends blefſed her, ſo the people and 
Elders bloſſed Aulnh, amt ſo may friend dονãð̃mords or ſilence, 
as moved of the Lordi! 6 Abany it moved; abey may d elare it to 
the Mepirrate;or in the midic of ther Mitt, to ſuch parties outs 
ward dwelling if-mored, (or they Day hot.) 7 The things that 
cannot be owned by albfriends,and have uruty within the power 
and 61 God, my norbg tacorded. Who comes together 
sin heco beginning, comes oder the Jets, Gentlles, and 
NApoſtite Ghriitizas, abe honontahle marriage, and the bed that 
w ündeſleck df h 
S e Murad. 10) bis +517 Ts L. 


10 | THE END. 
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